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EJiucattmutl Ulrittrujs 

I. RECENT LITERATURE IN THE FIELD OF 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE 



EMERY T. FILBEY 

School of Education, University of Chicago 



In this paper attention is called to the most significant literature appear- 
ing in the field since January, 1918, at which time a similar list was pub- 
lished in the School Review. In addition to the usual publications to be 
looked for the war has brought forth a large quantity of interesting material 
in the form of bulletins, reports of committees and commissions, and other 
special publications. Attention is called to such of these publications as 
seem to promise most suggestive material for school people. The list is far 
from complete, but it is thought to be representative. 

A. BOOKS 

i. Brewer, John M. The Vocational Guidance Movement. Macmillan, 
1 91 8. Pp. xi+332. 

In this volume the author has given a general review of the vocational 
guidance movement, its development, typical schemes and systems of guid- 
ance, and probable lines of immediate development. He refers to most of 
the significant literature on the subject and includes a carefully selected 
bibliography. In calling attention to the literature or in sighting specific 
examples of guidance work, the author assumes a critical attitude which is 
especially helpful because of its constructive spirit. He holds that guidance 
should be tied up very closely with the public-school system and cites the 
dangers growing out of many of the schemes for what he terms "pseudo- 
guidance." In this same connection he points out the dangers besetting 
the path of those who place too much confidence in experimental psychology. 
He holds that this type of guidance has gone little beyond the experimental 
stage. The book is especially valuable as a text for college students or as a 
reference for those interested in this phase of educational and vocational 
work. 
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2. Adams, Henry C. Description of Industry: An Introduction to Eco- 

nomics. Henry Holt & Co., 191 8. Pp. x+270. 

School people interested in the organization and administration of 
vocational education, especially that part of it which relates to trades and 
industry, have found it necessary to become more or less familiar with the 
general economic foundation upon which our present industrial organiza- 
tion rests. A mastery of the technical phases of the economics of industry 
has proven a laborious process for those who have not been so fortunate as 
to receive such training as a part of college experience. Mr. Adams has 
given the reader with limited time or limited technical training in economics 
a presentation covering the fundamental principles of economics involved 
in modern industrial development. He covers such topics as "The Legal 
Framework of Industry," "Machinery in Industry," "Motive in Industry," 
"Control in Industry," "The Market, Laws of Price," "Sharing the Profits," 
"Business Integration," and other important topics in a non-technical 
fashion and with sufficient clearness and brevity to make them intelligible 
to the lay reader. The book is suitable for advanced high-school or college 
classes. It is of especial interest to all teachers or students of vocational 
education. 

3. Leake, Albert H. The Vocational Education of Girls and Women. 

Macmillan Co., 191 8. Pp. xix+430. 

This book was written as a companion volume for the author's Indus- 
trial Education — Its Methods, Problems and Dangers, which appeared in 
1913. The present volume deals primarily with the training of fourteen- 
to sixteen-year-old girls, especially with the training of that group who are 
to become homemakers or wage-earners without having had the advantage 
of professional training. In this respect the book fills an important place 
in the field of industrial education literature, because of the tendency of 
most writers on the subject to stress the training of boys rather than the 
training of girls. 

Part I deals with education for the home. The author discusses train- 
ing for homemaking through courses offered in the elementary and high 
school, through continuation and trade schools, and through special exten- 
sion courses connecting up with the actual homemaking operations. Part I 
closes with a discussion of the servant problem, in which the author calls 
attention to important factors influencing the household servant situation. 
He proposes a program for reorganizing, training, and administration of 
work in the home which is interesting if not immediately practicable. 
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Part II is devoted to training of women for industrial work outside of 
the home. In this section the author calls attention to the lines of work 
open to women and presents typical examples of successful training courses. 
Considerable space is given to a discussion of such training agents as the 
Manhattan Trade School. Throughout the text the author makes an appeal 
for a reasonable amount of general training along with training for the 
development of special skills. It is his feeling that only through such general 
training will the girl be given sufficient background of experience to enable 
her to adjust to changing industrial conditions. 

4. Allison, May. Industrial Experience of Trade School Girls in Massa- 

chusetts. Boston, Mass. Women's Educational and Industrial Union, 

Pp. 275. $.080 net. 

Educators have been anxious to know just how the trade school would 
connect with industry and what effect such training would have in the matter 
of individual adjustment for the young worker. This volume presents a 
study of the industrial experience of trade-school girls in Boston and Wor- 
cester. Data collected through a careful survey have been compiled in 
tabular form showing details of training, wage, and trade adjustment. 

5. Dean, Arthur D. Our Schools in War Time and After. Ginn & Co., 

191 8. Ppv+334. 

The author points out the ways in which our schools can assist in meet- 
ing emergency war needs. He gives examples of typical school activity 
which has been successfully organized in an effort to carry forward each line 
of activity enumerated. The program proposed includes work for schools 
on all levels from the elementary grades to and through the university. 
That part of the book which deals with the Red Cross and Farm Cadet 
organizations will be of especial interest to industrial arts instructors. 

B. BULLETINS AND REPORTS 

i. The National Association of Corporation Schools. Bulletin. 

130 East 15th Street, New York City. Published monthly. $2.00 a year. 

As indicated by the name, this association is interested in furthering 
the interests of, and in disseminating information concerning, successful 
practices in corporation schools. The association has in its membership 
the most progressive industrial organization of the country. The following 
list of articles which have appeared in recent numbers of the bulletin will 
indicate the type of interest which received attention: "A Factory School 
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Experiment"; "Vestibule Schools"; "War and the Woman Wage-Earner"; 
"Co-operative Management"; "The Industrial Value of Recreation." 

2. U. S. Department or Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

a) Monthly Review of the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

This publication is of especial interest to supervisors and directors of 
industrial education. The following are some of the items covered in a 
recent issue: "Labor and the War"; "Provision for Disabled Soldiers and 
Sailors"; "Prices and Cost of Living"; "Wages and Hours of Labor." The 
June, 191 8, number contains a report of the Rochester, New York, National 
Conference of Employment Managers. 

b) "Proceedings of the Employment Managers' Conference, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., 1917," Bulletin of the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Whole Number 227. 15 cents. 
There is probably no more significant movement in industry today than 
that centering around the work of the employment manager. The material 
presented in this bulletin is of especial interest to all those who desire to be 
well informed concerning these progressive industrial practices. Labor 
turnover, selection of employees, and systems of follow-up and training in 
service receive special consideration. 

c ) "Public Employment Offices in the United States," Bulletin of the 
U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, No. 241, 191 8. 

Labor shortage during the war emergency has given rise to the reorgani- 
zation and extension of the Public Employment Office. The relation of this 
office to training for, and subsequent service in industry, demands that 
those interested in industrial education become informed as to the details 
of this organization. 

3. National Society for Vocational Education. Publications. 140 

West 42d Street, New York City. Free. 

a) Newsletter. 

A monthly letter calling attention to vocational training activities going 
forward throughout the country. One section is devoted to "New Books" 
and inportant "Periodicals." 

b) Bulletins. 

A series of bulletins calling attention to problematic work in the field 
of vocational education. Recent bulletins are as follows: No. 26, "Prob- 
lems of Administering the Federal Act for Vocational Education"; No. 27, 
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"Vocational Training in War Time." In these two bulletins are published 
the addresses delivered at the Philadelphia Convention, February 21-23, 
1918. 

4. The Federal Board for Vocational Education. Publications. 

a) Bulletin No. 14, Agricultural Series No. 2, "Reference Material for 
Vocational Agricultural Instruction," June, 191 8. 

Intended as a guide to be used in the building up, cataloguing, and use 
of a working library for agricultural instruction as outlined by the Federal 
Board. 

b) Bulletin No. 15, "The Evolution of National Systems of Vocational 
Re-education for Disabled Soldiers and Sailors." By Douglas C. 
McMurtrie. Prepared at the Red Cross Institute for Crippled 
and Disabled Men. May, 1918. Pp. 318. 

This bulletin traces the development of national systems of rehabilita- 
tion in each of the leading countries at war at the time of the entrance of 
the United States. In tracing the development in each country it deals 
with such items as national organization, schools, and methods of organiza- 
tion, agricultural re-education, placement, prosthetic appliances, etc. The 
bulletin contains a very complete bibliography. 

<:) Bulletin No. 18, "Evening Industrial Schools," September, 1918. 

A bulletin covering the establishment and maintenance of evening 
schools under the Smith-Hughes provision. It also presents suggestive 
courses which have been tried out in some of the most successful evening 
schools now in operation. 

5. United States Bureau of Education. Bulletins. 

a) Bulletin No. 19, 191 8, "Vocational Guidance in Secondary Schools." 
The material for this bulletin was brought together under the auspices 
of the National Education Association, the Commission on the Reorganiza- 
tion of Secondary Education. It is the report of a committee of which 
Professor Frank M. Leavitt was chairman, and represents the thought of 
those who have been most closely identified with the vocational guidance 
movement. The bulletin should prove invaluable to those interested in 
organizing or administering schemes of guidance in connection with their 
schools. Students of the vocational guidance movement cannot afford to 
miss this opportunity to become familiar with the latest expression of expert 
opinion on the subject. 
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b) Report of William A. Bawden, Expert on Industrial Education for 
the Department of Education. 

This report is to be found in the Report of the Commissioner of Education 
for each year. It is a survey of the year's work in industrial education 
throughout the United States. 

6. How to Overcome the Shortage of Skilled Mechanics by Training the Unskilled. 

Bulletin of the National Section on Industrial Training for the War 
Emergency, 107 Council National Defense, Washington, D. C.,Pp.45. Free. 
This bulletin is an appeal to manufacturers asking that they establish 
"vestibule schools" for the training of their workers. Attention is called 
to the enormous waste in time and money occasioned by the present method 
of discharging an employee when it is discovered that he does not have the 
skill required to do a given piece of work. It is a plea for such training as 
would result in an economic saving for the manufacturer and at the same 
time make possible definite lines of promotion and permanency of employ- 
ment for the worker. Mention is made of successful work being done in a 
number of manufacturing plants, and sufficient details are given to serve 
as a guide in the establishment of similar organizations. This bulletin 
should be of interest to all teachers or administrators of industrial education, 
calling attention as it does to one of the newest developments in corporation- 
school development. It is a departure which connects very closely with 
continuation, co-operative, and evening-school instruction as now being 
organized under the Smith-Hughes act. 

7. Grading Pupils in Vocational Subjects. Bulletin by D. J. MacDonald, 

117 Merchants Bank Building, Indianapolis, Indiana. Pp.15. 15 cents. 

Teachers of industrial subjects, along with those having to do with the 
older subjects of the school curriculum, are dissatisfied with the rule-of- 
thumb methods of grading the work of students. The material presented 
in this bulletin is the result of an attempt on the part of a number of voca- 
tional teachers to standardize their grading systems. Regardless of the 
general applicability of the details presented, the discussion should be help- 
ful to all those interested in the general problem of students' grades. 

8. Dewey, John. "Vocational Education in the Light of the World War," 

Bulletin No. 4, January, 191 8. Vocational Education Association of 
the Middle West, 1225 Sedgwick Street, Chicago. 

This bulletin discusses the reorganization of industry to meet war needs 
and calls attention to the demand for continued readjustment and socializa- 
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tion of industry after the war. The author points out desirable and profit- 
able post-war uses for a large part of the plant called into existence by the 
war emergency. 

II. BOOK NOTES AND REVIEWS 

Waddle, Charles W. An Introduction to Child Psychology. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, Co., 1918. Pp. xv+317. 

This new text in the "Riverside Textbooks in Education Series" is, 
in many ways, a valuable addition to the available textbooks in education. 
The author has summarized in a careful, systematic manner a large quantity 
of literature in the field of child psychology. He makes frequent reference 
to the scientific literature and enables the reader to follow the subject 
further into the more technical monographs and treatises by means of 
extensive bibliographies at the end of each chapter. It is a question, how- 
ever, whether these bibliographies are not so extensive as to be somewhat 
impaired in value for the reader who is not far advanced in his knowledge 
of the field. It is for the relatively immature student that the book is 
evidently intended, but such a student is likely to be bewildered and dis- 
couraged by such arrays of references. A simple and a carefully selected 
list is, in the opinion of the reviewer, likely to lead more effectively to 
additional reading on the part of the student. 

The scope of the topics covered in the book is similar in its general 
character to the other textbooks in the field. There are, however, certain 
topics which are emphasized more than is usual, and some less. Among 
topics which are especially emphasized are those which concern the general 
fundamentals of the subject as contrasted with the special facts of the child's 
mental development. Such topics are the historical background of the 
scientific study of children, the methods of such study, the biological per- 
spective, including the theory of descent and evolution, the cell and methods 
of development of the cell, and finally an account of heredity. These 
fundamentals occupy four chapters, or about a third of the book. While 
a certain amount of general knowledge of biology and the methods of study 
is desirable, it does not seem to deserve as much space as is here given to it. 
This criticism also rests upon the fact that certain other topics are either 
omitted or are treated in a briefer manner than is desirable. 

Among the topics which are entirely omitted is the physical develop- 
ment of the child and his feelings and attitude in reference to sex. There 
is also no discussion of religious development. This last omission may 
perhaps be advisable in view of the somewhat uncertain character of our 



